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Borderline
Personality
Disorder 
as a Maturational Failure
of the Right Brain
Wednesday, September 19 2007 
7.15 – 9.45 pm
Brunei Gallery, SOAS, Thornhaugh Street, London WC1

A seminar with 

Dr Allan Schore

presents



introduction

Borderline personality disorder (BPD)
is a severe disturbance of personality-
functioning. It is characterised by
affective  and impulse-control
disturbances, associated with deficits
in emotion regulation, as well as a
pervasive pattern of instability in self-
image and persistent difficulties in
interpersonal relationships.

Current models of the aetiology and
adaptive dysfunction of BPD are now
converging as an attachment disorder
that formed in the first years of life.
These patients commonly experienced
abusive and neglectful developmental
backgrounds, a growth-inhibiting
relational environment not only for
social-emotional development, but for
early brain maturation.

Models of developmental
psychopathology suggest that
borderline attachment histories alter
the development of regulatory
cortical-subcortical limbic-autonomic
circuits of the early developing right
brain. In line with these models, a
number of recent neurobiological
studies now show right brain and
orbitofrontal deficits in BPD patients.
The clinical relevance of this
documented maturational failure for
diagnosis and treatment will be
discussed in the light of recent research.

to seminar



Dr Allan Schore is
on the clinical
faculty of the
Department of
Psychiatry and
Biobehavioral
Sciences, UCLA
David Geffen
School of Medicine,
and at the UCLA Center for Culture, Brain, and
Development. He is author of three seminal
volumes, Affect Regulation and the Origin of the
Self, Affect Dysregulation and Disorders of the Self,
and Affect Regulation and the Repair of the Self, as
well as numerous articles and chapters. His
groundbreaking integration of neuroscience with
attachment theory has lead to his description as
“the American Bowlby” and “the world's leading
expert in neuropsychoanalysis.”

Dr. Schore's activities as a clinician-scientist range
from his theoretical work on the enduring impact
of early trauma on brain development to
neuroimaging research on the neurobiology of
attachment and studies of borderline personality
disorder; from his biological studies of relational
trauma in wild elephants to his practice of
psychotherapy over the last four decades. He leads
study groups in developmental affective
neuroscience & clinical practice in Los Angeles,
Berkeley, Portland, Seattle, and Boulder, lectures
internationally, and is a member of the
Commission on Children at Risk for the report on
Children and Civil Society, Hardwired to Connect.

“Allan Schore has become a heroic figure among
many psychotherapists for his massive reviews of
neuroscience that center on the patient-therapist
relationship.”

Daniel Goleman, author of Social Intelligence.

Dr Allan Schore
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Please return with payment to:

Confer, 36a Mildmay Road, London N1 4NG

Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone Number

Email

Occupation

I enclose a cheque

made payable to Confer Ltd for  £ ____________________  

OR I would like to pay by credit/debit card

Please deduct £___________________ from card number

MasterCard            Visa          Switch 

Expiry date ____/____ Issue number _______ (Switch only)

I am a full-time student and enclose student ID

I am organisationally-funded. Please invoice:-

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

Telephone ________________________

information
Date 
Wednesday, September 19 2007

Registration 6.30 – 7.30 pm

Bookstall and light refreshments will be available
before the event 

Start time 7.30 pm

End 9.45 pm

Venue Brunei Gallery, SOAS,
London WC1

The Brunei Gallery is located between Malet
Street and Thornhaugh Street, in the north-west
corner of Russell Square opposite SOAS.The
Gallery is a five minute walk from the British
Museum.

Public transport 
Nearest underground stations are Russell
Square, Goodge Street, Euston, Euston Square
and Tottenham Court Road.

Further information
Tel 01728 689090
info@confer.uk.com
www.confer.uk.com

Price (inc VAT)

Self-funded .................................................... £45

Full-time student ........................................ £35  
(please enclose copy of ID)

Organisationally-funded .......................... £60

To book
Please detach booking form, complete and
return with payment to  
Confer, Garden Flat, 36a Mildmay Road,
London N1 4NG

Booking Conditions
We regret that refunds cannot be given. Your place is for
your own use only unless you give us 48 hours’ notice of
the substitute participant’s name.

Director of Confer: Jane Ryan
Academic Consultant: Brett Kahr
Programme Developer: Trish McEntee
Design: Gilbert Courbanally
Organisational Development: Richard Hawkes

Confer Ltd company registration No: 49622966
VAT No: 823594025

booking form




